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Fall 2020

Psychology 280
Abnormal Psychology
3 credit hours 
Fall 2020
Asynchronous online at https://d2l.msu.edu/d2l/home/1074261 

Professor: S. Alexandra Burt, PhD (she/her)                                   
Office: 107D Psychology Building 
Email: burts@msu.edu (note that I will need 24 hours to respond to student emails)
Office Hours: I will be available on https://msu.zoom.us/j/96077697562
(password is PSY280) for 20-30 minutes nearly every weekday to connect with students and answer their questions.  My availability is as follows:


Mondays: 2:00 – 2:30 pm

Tuesdays: 3:00 – 3:20 pm

Wednesdays: 11:00 – 11:25 am

Thursdays: 10:00 – 10:25 am

Graduate TA: Jessica Tschida (she/her)
Email:
tschidaj@msu.edu  
Office Hours: https://msu.zoom.us/j/96077697562 (password is PSY280)  

Tuesdays, 10:00 – 10:30 am 

                        Thursdays, 1:00 – 1:30 pm 
Proctoring the quizzes: https://msu.zoom.us/j/96077697562 (password is PSY280) from 9:00-noon and 1:00-4:00 on Friday quiz days to answer questions about the quiz

Course Description: The course is designed to provide students with an introduction to psychopathology or ‘abnormal behavior’.  
Instructional Objectives:  The primary goal is to facilitate students’ ability to describe the major psychological disorders as classified under the current diagnostic system (the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 5th edition).  Students will also learn about the etiologic factors and treatments for different disorders.  
Course Overview: The course is being delivered using an asynchronous online format. We will cover one module each week or so, for a total of 10 modules.  Each module will include a mix of readings, formal lecture, video clips, and activities. Although the course is asynchronous, weekly participation is expected!  There will be an online quiz nearly every week, available for a 24-hour period beginning each Thursday at 5:00 through Friday at 5:00.  The quizzes will be open book. The readings were chosen to complement lectures, highlight interesting related issues, or provide more depth of coverage on potentially interesting aspects of the topic under discussion. They are not a substitute for the online lecture, however, and should be read prior to the lecture as preparation. You will be expected to draw upon both readings and lecture on the quizzes.   

Required Text: Kring & Johnson (2017).  Abnormal Psychology: The Science and Treatment of Psychological Disorders, 14h edition, Wiley.
Reserve Items: The textbook will be on reserve in the required reading section at the library. 
Student Responsibilities and Evaluation:  It is your responsibility to become familiar with this syllabus and to be aware of assigned readings and scheduled exams.  To do well in this course, it is essential that you carefully complete all online lectures and do the required readings.  Lectures will complement readings. You will find lectures easier to understand if you have done the reading ahead of time. You may then find that the lecture makes it easier to go back and understand parts of the reading that were difficult.  Success on the quizzes will be far more likely if you have the advantage of both lectures and reading material. Therefore, you will be expected to keep up on the reading and to complete each lecture. 
You will take 10 open book quizzes, one at the end of each module. These will be administered on specific days (please see the schedule below).  Grades will be based on your scores on 9 quizzes, each worth 11.1% of your final grade.  This means that you can drop your lowest quiz grade.  There will not be a cumulative final exam.  
Your final grade in this class will be determined as follows:  

· 90-100% = 4.0
· 85-89% = 3.5
· 80-84% = 3.0
· 75-79% = 2.5
· 70-74% = 2.0
· 65-69% = 1.5
· 60-64% = 1.0
· 59% or less = 0.0
 
Quizzes: There will be an online quiz nearly every week, available for a 24-hour period beginning each Thursday at 5:00 pm through Friday at 5:00 pm.  The quizzes will be open book. If you have internet difficulties during a quiz, please let us know and we will work with you! The quizzes will test your understanding of basic terminology, your grasp of the signs and symptoms of the diagnoses, your knowledge of evidence associated with these concepts (e.g. research results), and your ability to integrate these topics.  They will be comprised of multiple-choice questions.  

Quiz make-up policy:  There are four acceptable reasons for making up a quiz at another time: 1) observing a major religious holiday, 2) participation in a required activity or university-sanctioned event, 3) significant illness of yourself or a family member, or 4) death of a friend or family member. MSU encourages students who need to quarantine themselves, have been sick with COVID-19 symptoms, tested positive for COVID-19, or have been potentially exposed to someone with COVID-19 to follow CDC guidance to self-isolate or stay home. We will absolutely make accommodations for those who must miss a quiz due to COVID-19. 

In order to take a quiz off-schedule, however, you need to contact me at least 24 hours before the quiz is to be administered and receive written permission from me to take the quiz another time.  Failure to secure permission from me at least 24 hours in advance may result in your receiving zero points for the quiz. Before making up a quiz, you must also offer written documentation corroborating your excuse.
Face Coverings: As this class is conducted online, it does not require you to come to the MSU campus at any point.  However, should you come to campus to get the textbook from the reserve readings section at the library, please observe the following

1. Face coverings must be worn by everyone (including all faculty, staff, students, vendors, and visitors) indoors and outdoors while on property owned or governed by MSU and while participating in MSU-related or MSU-sponsored activities. If you have a medical condition that may prevent you from safely wearing a face covering, you should contact MSU’s Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities to begin the accommodation process.
2. Face coverings should (a) be non-medical grade to maintain supplies for health care use, (b) fit snugly against the side of your face, (c) cover your nose and mouth, (d) be secured with ties or ear loops, and (e) allow for breathing without restriction. Cloth face coverings should only be worn for one day at a time, and they must be properly hand washed or laundered before subsequent use. Face coverings may vary (for example, disposable non-medical face coverings or neck gaiters are acceptable).

3. Failure to wear a face covering for those without an accommodation will result in the following: (1) A reminder of the requirement, the reason for it (to minimize spread), and a request to comply. (2) A request to leave the classroom if no compliance. (3) If no face covering compliance and the student refuses to leave the classroom, class will be dismissed. (4) Should an emergency develop that you feel cannot be resolved by classroom dismissal, consider calling 911 for assistance. Note: Calling the police should be the last resort for genuine emergencies and not used as a way to handle non-emergency conduct issues.
Academic Honesty: Article 2.3.2 of the Student Rights and Responsibilities document states that "The student shares with the faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship, grades, and professional standards." In addition, the Psychology department adheres to the policies on academic honesty as specified in General Student Regulations 1.0, Protection of Scholarship and Grades (see Spartan Life: Student Handbook and Resource Guide at http://splife.studentlife.msu.edu/
Accommodations for Disabilities: Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities to establish reasonable accommodations. For an appointment with a counselor, call 353-9642 (voice) or 355-1293 (TTY). 

Attendance: Students whose names do not appear on the official class list for this course may not attend this class. 

Disruptive Behavior: Article 2.3.4 of the Student Rights and Responsibilities document for students at Michigan State University states that "The student's behavior in the classroom shall be conducive to the teaching and learning process for all concerned." Article 2.3.10 states that "The student and the faculty share the responsibility for maintaining professional relationships based on mutual trust and civility". General Student Regulation 5.02 states that "no student shall . . . obstruct, disrupt, or interfere with the functions, services, or directives of the University, its offices, or its employees (e.g., classes…etc.)”. Students whose conduct adversely affects the learning environment in this online classroom may be subject to disciplinary action through the Student Faculty Judiciary process. 
Class materials: The materials on this course website are only for the use of students enrolled in this course for purposes associated with this course and may not be retained or further disseminated. The materials on this course website may be protected by copyright; any further use of this material may be in violation of federal copyright law.
Course Schedule
	Module
	Date of Quiz
	Content 
	Reading 

	1
	9/11
	Intro and fundamental issues to consider
	Chapters 1, 2, and 3

	2
	9/25
	Anxiety Disorders 
	Chapter 6

	3
	10/2
	Obsessive-Compulsive related disorders
	Pages 193-206

	4
	10/9
	Trauma-related disorders
	Pages 207-217

	5
	10/16
	Eating disorders
	Chapter 11

	6
	10/30
	Mood disorders
	Chapter 5

	7
	11/6
	Suicide
	--

	8
	11/20
	Schizophrenia

	Chapter 9

	9
	12/4
	Personality Disorders
	Chapter 15 &   Pages 395-403

	10
	12/11
	Substance Use Disorders
	Chapter 10
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